[Successful management after cardiopulmonary bypass without administration of protamine in a patient with severe food allergy--beneficial result with the use of heparin-coated bypass circuit].
We experienced the anesthetic management for cardiac surgery without the administration of protamine in a patient with severe food allergy. The patient, a 15-year-old boy, who had been avoiding many kinds of food including fish due to severe food allergy, received a correction of ventricular septal defect under cardiopulmonary bypass (CPB). To detect intraoperative drugs, including protamine, which might induce allergic reaction, we performed intradermal tests and prick tests. We used heparin-coated bypass circuit to minimize the amount of heparin necessary for anticoagulation during CPB. After CPB, hemostasis was achieved without the administration of protamine, and the patient received neither transfusion nor blood product throughout the perioperative period. Avoidance of protamine is advisable if the patient is allergic to food especially fish. The use of heparin-coated bypass circuit should be considered to establish hemostasis without protamine after CPB and to reduce blood products.